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n more than 40 years of monthly programs, it’s easy to lose

the exact count. But, whether we are right on the money
or off by one or two, the Irish History Round Table is going to
celebrate its 500th meeting this month and then start
counting the next 500.

We have a great program for the occasion. Three talented
folk musicians — Rick Spencer and Dee and Rich Kelly — who
go by the name “Ask Your Father,” will explore in melodies
and in words the history of one of Irish-America’s greatest

cultural treasures: its music.

Their presentation is titled “Creating a National Identity:
Songs of the Irish Americans.” With their voices and a variety
of instruments, the trio from Norwich will trace the history of
songs that evoke strong emotional visions of Ireland, but are
of American authorship. “Presenting songs of labor, emigra-
tion, homesickness and struggle,” says Spencer, “we recog-
nize a people who have traveled far, achieved much and rec-
orded their journeys in songs with fullness of feeling and tre-
mendous faith.”

After the presentation, we will enjoy a special treat: a deli-
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cious chocolate-raspberry cake and a
memorial toast in honor of the mile-
stone we have reached.

As always, the program is free and
open to the public. Don’t miss this
one.

\ l Tuesday, Dec. 18, 2012 — Elis on Whitney — Hamden — $25 per person

Chrict 6 p.m. Cocktaile — 7 p.m. Dinner — Seating limited — Reserve now

Di Call Elizabeth Dalton (203) 288-9035 or Mary McMahon (203) 795-6309

Deadline for reservations — Dec. 10
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Creating a National Identity: Songs of the Irish Americans

Folk musicians: Rich and Dee Kelly and Rick Spencer

Knights of St. Patrick — 1533 State St.— New Haven
7:30 p.m. — Free and open to the public
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